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‘The Abuse 'ﬂ the Ballot mud its
emedy*
BY MON: GEBDO. W. JULIAN.

From The laternational Reviem for May, 1850
CONQLUDED,

iOF the partietlar methods by which
L. [all this is to bo accomplished, wo do

not mow propose to enter into the dis-
oussion, We have dealt with this sub-
— |jeot in 'a previous article i this Roview
(January, 1879,) in whioh we poiated
out the neoesdity for a’ bettor mystem
of household trnining, having epecial
roforence to the great moralities
tho need of o thorough reform
in'our system of edueation, in which
less nttention shall be given to the
study of ancient languages and more
time devoted to the branches of kvow-
ledge bearing diroctly on the practical
intarests of life, such ns the science of
goveroment, pulitical econpmy, and
worality ; a thorough revival and
more practical assertion of the power
of the Chureh a8 a moral instructor
and guido ; and the duty of the better
sort of men in'all parties to bear per.
sonnl witness to their intorest in the
work of political reform, by doing their
shave of the hard and disagreeable
work required for ite accomplishment,
These were suggested as some af the
means of escape from existing political
disorders ; but whatever may be thought
of their practical value, and however
dark and even dismal the outlook may
pow seem, we are by no means inglined
to despair. Tho spirit of liberty still
lives in the great body of the peo-
ple, ‘and when the houe is fully ripe will
make itself saviogly maunifest, The
traditions of the . republic are nog
whaolly forgotten, and their power over
the people will be revived by every
effore put forth to stifle it. The eno-
mies of free government, through the
tolly of their methods, will become the
gervants of tho very priociple theyseck
to crush: The strong government
project will be likely to fare no better.
Its champions haye already spoiled
their game by showing their hand.
The effort to-give Gen. Grant & third
term, which began in his journey around
the svorld and the honors everywhere
lavished upon him by royality; is now
3 | perfeotly understood, and is produciog

a healthy republican resction: The
undisguised struggle now
going on for his  nomination
and' ovidently ~inspired by him-

self, is bearing good fruic in thodimin-
ished chances of his success; and
should he secure it, wo are vonfident
that his defeat at the polls will be so
overwhelming that at least anmoth.
ar century will elapse before the pro-
jeot of athird term will be revived.
Kindred observations apply to the
threatening power of wealth ‘over the
dependent elasses, That power has
its bounds, and will ba apt to find
| them through the very aundacity with
which it nsserts iis rllima. *The
wealth of the couniry,” says Seoator
{ Sharop, “has to bear the burdens of
,:hs government and it should control
‘ lit. 'The people sre becoming educated
|up to this theory rapidly, asd thé soon-
| er it ia recognized in the econstitution
and laws the better it will be for thn
people.” He adds, “The railroads, the
banks, the manufaciurers, the beavy

in which millions are invested will main

| tain the supremeay of the Repablican
party.”

op':uim of the late Senator Chaodler
| a8 it is the ereed of the great political

| captaing who have so marvelously me

Y| necded 1o the Jesdership of the party

| which sigosliped its early life by the
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willynt Joad her nqwlo to
nbmli; ‘froe commonwealth oo ‘ts
ruins. 6 odmnlion mﬁunne ﬁf

sbift &oﬁrhmant will avérywhers' ¢o

| stantly invite popular resistance uﬂ‘h
unhealthy dominativn of ecapital; mod |

tend to hold itat bay. The average
American: citizen stands in little real
danger of losing his individuality and
relf-respeot through the blandishments
or frowns of wealth, The wholgsome
practioal officacy of ;that demoorscy
which the tryanny of capital so dreads
will keep that capital within . manage-
able bounds and teach it 4o take
coupsel of its fears, In Mogland the
condition of the people has improved
and. their. fitmess for ' pelf-goyerament
increpsod with every widening of the
basis of political power. This we' be

lieve will become an aoeepted truth in
in the United States, and constitute
the great breakwater against every
form of inequality and oppression
Our peoplo are not the drilled subjects | po
of arbitrary power, but the citizens of
a free republio, whose will is the sole
fouvtain of authority. That will mun
bo respected ; and although temporari

Iy’ thwarted, it must fioally 'pre-

vail. Inits exprossion the poor man
o8 well as the ‘rioh has.a rightful
voice, He breathes the air of froe in

| stitutions and cherishes the traditions

of the republio, and his just demands
cannot be safely disregarded, nor ean
lve be enslaved without its orarthrow
The greed of permanently Orga.mmd
cupidity cannot permaneotly harm
Him; because demooracy means equsl
laws. To the millions crushed by pov-
ertyitmeans g home and bread. aod
education, and fair play in the race of
Jife; it ropudiates the maxim that
oapifal should owa labor, and it yages
war against every form of aristocracy
and privilege because it places human-

ity before property, And balmves in the
gospel of equal ' rights,

. We do not say there ig nny magical
power in democratip government, It
must-bo-carriad gu under conditions,
mnd eternal w;llnnmy the jprice o
sucoess, As we have, endvavored to
show, it is our only hope ; and for
this reason we would exhort, the wealth
apd conservatism of the country to
lend it thoir powerful aid, instead of
throwing themselyes aoross its_ path.
Should it break down ia anarehy or
communism it will be their fault, and
not its necessary failute. It will come
of the ravenous appetite for gain which
“averrides even the love of life,” snd
now openly demands that the wealth
of the country and not its citizens, be
its master, *'The railroads, the banks,
the manufacturera and the beasy im-
porters” must be protected in, their
just rights ; but 50 must the million,
whose toil is the soarce of all wealth
and from whose ranks the best part of
our military establishment is drawn
when the country is in. danger, Hu-
manity must not be sacrificed to the
Moloch of wealth, = The [ree play
and natural sweep of popular liberty
must nat be fatally hindered by a solf
appointed plutocracy, which subordin-
ates justice and the rights of man to
I:u greedy behests,  Democraoy asks
for a “free ficld and » fair fight,” and
it will accept nothing less, Its defear
should it bappen, would be lemporary®
while the ruin of its foes will be ser-
taio and overwhelming. The wmarch
of Freedom is onward and inevitable,
| wheilier heralded by the kindiy agen-
cies of peace, ar the iron haod of war,
| and this trath canoot be too soon or
tog earnestly pondered by the believers
in the coronation of wealth as our king.
Wethisk the bopefuloess of the
| politica] prospeet may be illustreted
by other cases iz which grest menscisg
| dangers bring their owa compeasation
or care. "It isa comfort 1o reflecl,” say3
Emerson, “"Lhat gigantio evils which
scewn 10 ue 50 mischievions asd w0 in
|curable will at last end ihémselves,
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work of proguring

least ground for believing: thas: dtlur—
of our contending parties oan be

od in dealing with this qusstion,
30 vitally ifvolves the reform of m

itios, for whioh good men everywhere
pray. They have evidently made, wp
thoir minda to contioue the work oft
mooking the people’s wishes, while r1-
valing eaoh other in the palpable in-

agdacity thus far has received no:se-
rious cheok, and is ljkely to have free)
course Lill it shall be arrested by a

than that of 1876, In tho very nature
of things this will come. The endur-
anoe of the people will not last forever,

They move , slowly, .. but
they will: move _ sgrely qpim
a great and

smunoe Our model ropublie 'ill
not oontinus much longer tp lag be-
bind the governments of the Old
World ia its manner of transscting t'lql

business of the p d wh

oup of party :nL“'lLll 1!.1? o ;:11 to
overflowing, the grand . work will- ba
undertaken and quite ns thurousl:ly
sccomplished as was the Auppression
of the rebellion,

._The state of our pgrties fnmilhﬂ
a still botter illustration, NQ man
can name any well defined qpostions on
which they are divided. Their para-

tion. .To pay that,this state ol affairs
ia to be prolopged indefimutely is to

to join the army of eyil prophets, whose
counsels wo totally: abium It is true

outlive their usefulness. The par
ties whioh ruled the country a fuarter
of a century ago, kept up their styife
years after the issues which origidally,
divided them had been settlpd, E‘ho:

oherished the dedperate parpose'of say-
ing its life by scuffling for power only,
and by keeping out of sight the livisg
issue of the time, They donbtless
had as little thoyght of bri
quarre] to yo ead as havé the, pirties
of to-day ; but the liying question dame

to keop it back, while the hollowness
of -the soramble, became mare gud|
more apparent, The fioal result was
the birth of new parties, whose gdo- |

soendants sre now ealled lldepudut
voters, They defeated Clay for tha
presidency _ in 1844, and Cass in
1848. Independent voters of the Dem-
oeratic persuasion rent their party in
twain in 1860, and msde Abrabam
Lincola Presideat, Ladependest voters
ereated the Republican party, and they
will destroy it whenover it becomes
perfectly apparent that its life esn bej%"™®
contisued ouly for evil. Independent
voting in the ¢ity and stata of New
York has become am exciedingly i-.i
terestiog if Dot & pieturesque proceed
ing: and the men ‘engaged o if who
are pow koowo as “'seratchers,”

scrvad a notice oa the engineers

great party “machioe”’ that thewr pur-

pose is to “ditch” it unless it shall be
rua  cosformably €6 thar belwls.

wina without the help of these politieal,
“ malecatents”’ whose sumbers are con

ad |
the 'the’

nominstion, Indesd |

sbuses and the purification of eurpol Ln

sincefity of their professions, Their i

popular outery still more formidable |ri

uurrapda_r the country to ita: foes, and |;

lived upon theit traditions, mod oadh |

their|

to the froot through tho very efiort| lanta
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